Part 4:  North from Dunedin to Bluewater Bay, Niceville, FL
Friday May 11, 2007 Marker One Marina to Cedar Key
We left Marker One marina at 7:40 AM and turned north on the ICW about 20 minutes out the boat suddenly slowed down and the prop began throbbing when I tried to accelerate a bit. I didn’t see a crab trap float behind us or any in the area so I was surprised. I stopped for a bit and gave it a good bit of throttle in reverse then forward and repeated it a couple of times Then it started running as normal, I think a plastic bag or something similar must have gotten wrapped in the prop. This is the second time on the trip we have gotten something wrapped in the running gear and have been able to remove it this way. I think we have been very lucky as this can often call for diving or calling a diver or a tow to port to have it cleared.  Winds were predicted to be 10 to 15 K and seas 2-3 feet it was  a bit bumpy but not to bad. We continued North past Anclote Island and Anclote River into the open Gulf and on North, after noon it seemed to calm down quite a bit. 
Today the smoke from wildfires inland is the worst we have seen on the trip. I would estimate the visibility to be ¼ mile and thick enough to make my eyes to burn. 
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Wildfire smoke in our wake, it looks like heavy fog.

The smoke made it especially hard to keep track of the crab trap floats. I don’t have radar on Spirit, at one point about 10 miles off shore we came up on one of the crabber’s boats, we were very close before we could see him but had heard his engine so were forewarned.

We continued on and by the time we got to the entrance of the “Main Ship Channel” into Cedar Keys the smoke had cleared up quite a bit this was a good thing because the channel, even though it is well marked is narrow and makes several twists and turns, even backtracking at one point, on the way in to Cedar Key.  After about 5 miles we were passing by the Cedar Key waterfront.
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Cedar Key waterfront.

The waterfront area is built on pilings, there are several bars, restaurants, motels, and antique stores. It is a small village but quite historic and crowded with tourists on the weekends and holidays. Years ago there were large stands of Cedar trees in this area, most of these were cut to be used to make pencils. Now tourism and seafood harvesting seem to be the main businesses. 


It is an interesting area to visit but is not set up to handle visiting cruisers. The small municipal harbor is blocked by a low clearance bridge and used mainly by outboard fishing boats. There used to be a municipal dock at the waterfront it was severely damaged by one of the hurricanes a few years ago and has not been repaired. There are a lot of very shallow mud flats in the area and few deep areas to anchor in. We anchored not far from the public boat ramp in about 10 feet of water. I was worried about the holding in the area but our 22 lb. Delta anchor set well and didn’t drag all night. A large trawler and 3 sailboats were also anchored nearby. There is not much protection from wind here and I would not like to be around in a blow.

 
Once we were settled I launched the dinghy and motored into the boat ramp dock with Coco so he could take a  walk. There are some good restaurants listed on shore but we were tired from the long ride so had dinner onboard and turned in early.
82 miles today

Saturday May 12, 2007 Cedar Key to Steinhatchee

We left Cedar Key at 7:45 AM winds were light but it was still hazy from smoke the trip went well and we arrived in Steinhatchee (pronounced Steenhatchee) at 2:15 PM I called the Gulfstream Marina for a slip but they were full, so we stopped at the SeaHag where we had stayed on the way south a month and a half ago. We filled up with diesel and had dinner on board. There were lots of weekend fishermen in the marina and plenty of fish being filleted at the cleaning station. 

56 miles today

Sunday May 13, 2007 Steinhatchee to Carrabelle
Today is Mothers day so we called both of our Moms to wish them a happy day, our sons called Marsha so that was fine. The trip went well, the winds weren’t bad and the seas were 2-3 feet. We arrived at the Moorings Marina in Carrabelle at 4:00 PM we filled the tanks with diesel and moved to our slip. We took a room for the night and dinner at a nearby seafood restaurant, then a long hot shower good night’s sleep on land.

56 miles today

Monday May 14, 2007 Carrabelle
Spent some time cleaning up the boat and walked around town, a grocery store, restaurant, and a couple of hardware stores are nearby.
It is time for an engine oil and filter change so I asked the harbor master if they had a pump I could use, they didn’t but he told me a pars store down in town had one they loaned out. I wen to the place and asked about borrowing or renting one, they told me they wouldn’t because too many people brought it back dirty and the container full of dirty oil and left it there causing them disposal problems. So another god thing brought to an end by thoughtless people.  The harbormaster recommended a mechanic recommended a mechanic who could to the job for $65.00 so I called him the mechanic was busy but would send his helper. The helper arrived about 20 minutes later he was a big guy to put it kindly and no way could he fit into the engine compartment of a Camano. So I told him no problem I would do the change and pay him the $65.00 anyway he did have a good pump so it didn’t take long. Of course I supplied the oil and filter. 

0 Miles today

Tuesday May 15 2007 Carrabelle to Apalachicola

It is not a long trip today so we left The Moorings in Carrabelle at 9AM. 
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Departing Carrabelle with Hwy 98/19 bridge in the background

 It was quite windy and choppy in St. Georges sound. We arrived at Scipio Creek Marina in Apalachicola at 12:45 PM. As we arrived we saw the Tischlers, friends from Covington, La. getting their 49’ Defever, Microship, ready to depart. They are going to Port St. Joe for a few days so we agreed to meet up there on Thursday. On the other side of the dock from us was a couple from Pensacola in their sailboat, we chatted with them and got some tips about cruising in the area then had dinner with them at Papa Joe’s, the marina restaurant. The food there is quite good.
30 miles today

Wednesday May 16, 2007 Scipio Creek Marina, Apalachicola

My blood test for Coumadin level is due today so I took a long walk to the local Hospital where they checked it and faxed the results to my doctor in Thibodaux, his nurse called me with his recommendation . On the way back to the boat I stopped for a few things at the grocery store which was along the way. In the afternoon I walked around town a bit and took some pictures at the old cemetery which is an interesting spot. There are quite a few Civil War Veterans buried there and a large number of the graves are those of children, it 
was sad to read the inscriptions on some of their headstones. The area was hit very hard by Yellow Fever in the past and many of the deaths were caused by it.
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Apalachicola Old City cemetery family plot,

 the small markers are those of children
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Civil War Veteran’s headstone

I had planned to visit the Dr. John Gorrie Museum.  Dr. Gorrie was one of the originators of the process used in ice making and air conditioning. He developed the process to help care for Yellow Fever patients. He was issued a patent in 1851. Unfortunately the museum was closed. I did take some pictures of some of the old wooden houses in town some are very well kept.
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One of Apalachicola’s beautiful homes
The Gibson Inn Established in 1907 is not far from the waterfront, we have never stayed there but it looks like it would be very nice.
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Apalachicola’s Gibson Inn
Later that evening we walked into town had very good dinner in town at a Spanish style restaurant owned by a Venezuelan family, they also own a nice coffee shop nearby with internet access.

I find Apalachicola to be a very nice place to stop for a day or two, there are lots of things to see, good restaurants, and the marina is not too far too walk into town. 

0 Miles today

Thursday May 17, 2007 Apalachicola to Port St. Joe 
We left Scipio Creek Marina and headed West on the Intracoastal not long after we left we saw a Bald Eagle near the canal he let us get quite close to take this picture.
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Bald Eagle near Apalachicola

Apalachicola is at mile 351 East of Harvey Lock, at mile 327 the Gulf County Canal meets the Intracoastal. After turning south on the canal, watch out for the wood debris floating in the canal, it is about five miles to Port St. Joe. The Marina is about a mile East of the port on a well marked channel. We arrived at the marina at 12:30. It is very nice with all of the usual amenities including a bar and restaurant. Just a few minutes walk away there is a nice shopping center and a very well stocked sporting goods store, the fishing section is fantastic.

Our friends the Tischlers were there, we had a nice dinner with them at a Mexican restaurant in town. They head out for home tomorrow morning
30 miles today

Friday May 18, 2007 Port St. Joe Marina
 Had a walk around town and spent some time at the sporting goods store. We had dinner at the marina restaurant. Port St. Joe is on the north shore of the bay formed by a long peninsula the bay measures approximately 10 long by 5 miles wide there is lots of shallow water but enough deep channels to get around in. The bay is famous for its scallops, during the season it is very busy with snorkelers picking up scallops on the grass flats. 
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The Marina Docks
0 miles today

Saturday May 18, 2007 Port St Joe 

Did some cleaning on the boat then took a long walk to the liquor store for wine and beer, local laws don’t allow them to be sold in the supermarkets.
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Port St. Joe Sunset

0 Miles today

Sunday May 20, Port St. Joe Marina
There was an art show at the marina today we had a look around, there were some nice paintings, but didn’t see any we needed.
 The Duvals friends from Houma, Louisiana arrived at the marina today, they are on their way to Apalachicola from here. We had drinks on our flyingbridge with them, then dinner and a tour of their boat a 43 foot Mainship. It very nice and has lots of room.
0 miles today

Monday May 22, 2007 Port St. Joe to Shell Island, south of Panama City 

We left the marina at 9:45 and headed Southwest across the bay to St. Joseph’s Point. The weather and water were beautiful we anchored about a hundred yards off the beach in 15 feet of water on the North side of the point, and took Coco ashore in the dinghy for a stroll.
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The beach at Point St Joe
We had lunch on the boat and after a couple of hours raised the anchor and headed west. We were traveling in the Gulf now so I tried a bit of trolling to see if we could catch some fish but had no luck at all. 

        A sail boater we met in Apalachicola recommended we overnight behind Crooked Island and that was our plan. He mentioned that sometimes military practice drones were launched over the island and during those times the area was off limits to boaters. He gave us a phone number to call the launch commander and sure enough the area was off limits evening so we continued on to a spot the Duvals recommended on Shell Island just east of the pass into Panama City from the Gulf.
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Beautiful white sand and blue waters of Shell Island
We anchored in 8 feet of water and spent the night without problems the wind did pick up and shifted during the night but we were well protected by the island so got a good night’s sleep. 
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Sunset over Shell Island
45 Miles today

Tuesday May 22, 2007 Shell Island to Panama City Marina
We have a short trip today so left Shell Island at 11:00 AM the wind is blowing about 10-15k so the St Andrews Bay is choppy. Since we had plenty of time I wanted to check out Smack Bayou it is just south of Panama City and supposed to be a well protected spot in which to anchor, the entrance is a bit narrow but it widens out a bit once inside and seems like a good spot to spend a night. We left it for another trip and went over to the Panama City Marina where we had reserved a slip. We went to the fuel dock and filled up with diesel then to the slip nearby, we have stayed in this marina three times and every time in the same slip, it is a good spot near the marina office, restrooms, and ships store/coffee shop. 
Dinner on board.

8 miles today

Wednesday May 23, 2007  Panama City Marina

There was a sad occurrence at the marina today. Mid morning some emergency vessels from the coast guard showed up at the fuel dock they said a dive boat with and injured diver were coming in. It seems the diver suffered a heart attack or stroke while diving and had died on the way in. His wife was on the boat with him and of course seemed quite shaken. 


Around noon our friends the Duvals arrived and got settled in their slip it rained quite a bit in the afternoon but quit in time for us to walk into town for a nice dinner at the Caspian Café.

0 miles today

Thursday May 24, 2007 Panama City Maina
The Duvals left this morning, they are headed to Bear Point Marina near Orange Beach Alabama. We walked around town a good bit and had lunch on the boat then walked to dinner at Bayou Joe’s, a very casual seafood restaurant on Massalina Bayou. Massalina Bayou is an interesting spot, there are lots of boats anchored in there and there are a couple of small marinas also. I have read it is a good spot to spend the night but it seems crowded to me.

0 miles today

Friday May 23, 2007 Panama City to Choctawhatchee Bay East Bridge

We left Panama City and headed west on the Intracoastal it was breezy forecast 10-15 k and the waters were choppy. A few miles west of Panama City we met a couple of the Mercury engine test boats that are often seen in the area the drivers get in them in the morning and spend most of the day putting hours on the engines they usually run in pairs and usually full bore but they are courteous and stay away so no wake problems.
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Mercury test boats near Panama City, no wakes under FL bridges
 We had an uneventful trip to Choctawhatchee Bay where we anchored along the South East approach of the Hwy 83/331 at ICW mile 251 it was calm out of the wind We anchored in 8’ of water I launched the dinghy and brought Coco ashore, while walking along the bank I found a “made in China” copy of a Swiss army knife, too bad it wasn’t the real thing. There is a restaurant a long dinghy ride away, too far from where we anchored for my Watertender and the 2HP Honda to do today.
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Bridge over Choctawhatchee Bay

40 miles today

Saturday May 26 2007 Choctawhatchee Bridge to Bluewater Bay Marina Niceville
At 9 AM we raised the anchor and left headed west for the short trip to Niceville it was a bit breezy with a light chop at 11;45 we arrived at Bluewater Bay Marina we had stopped here in 2005 when we were in the area with friends. This is a beautiful area and a very friendly marina with all of the usual amenities including an outdoor bar, nice restaurant and a courtesy car which we used to make a trip to the nearby shopping center.
[image: image16.jpg]R





Bluewater Bay Marina

 During the afternoon I got a call from friends who were spending the weekend at Pensacola Beach so we will rent a car tomorrow and drive there for lunch with them. 
15 miles today

Sunday May 27, 2007 To Pensacola by car

I had reserved a car At the Enterprise agency at the Niceville Airport they sent a driver to the marina to pick me up we drove to the agency to get the car and fill out the papers. Once that was done we drove over to Pensacola beach to meet our friends, we had a good visit and poolside lunch at their hotel. Then we drove back to the marina. On the way I stopped at the Beach Marina on Little Sabine Bay, Santa Rosa Island to make arrangements for a slip there Tuesday.
O miles by boat today

